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One-Sentence Summary 

This critical analysis exposes how Germany's Social Market Economy has been 

systematically transformed into its antithesis—a welfare state economy—through decades 

of interventionist policies, while demonstrating that the 2008 financial crisis resulted not 

from market failure but from state-induced distortions, particularly in monetary policy and 

regulation. 

 

About This Book 

Publication Details: 

• Author:  Michael von Prollius 
• Title: Die Pervertierung der Marktwirtschaft: Der Weg in die Staatswirtschaft und 

zurück zur Sozialen Marktwirtschaft 
• Publisher: Olzog Verlag 
• ISBN -10: 3789283142, -13: 978-3789283147 
• Publication Date:  2009 
• Format: 221 pages 

Genesis and Methodology/ Context: 

This work emerged from the author's recognition during the 2008 financial crisis of a 
profound disconnect between public understanding and economic reality. Political leaders 
and intellectuals demonstrated alarming ignorance about fundamental market mechanisms 
while simultaneously engaging in "cheap bashing" of capitalism and market economics. The 
crisis revealed widespread misunderstanding of essential factors that contributed to the 
economic turmoil, including excessive regulation, state-granted privileges, government risk 
elimination, and a fundamentally flawed monetary system. 

Author's Note: 

The publisher selected the title "The Perversion of the Market Economy" against the 
author's preference for "The Century's Dilemma" (Das Jahrhundertdilemma), which the 
author felt better captured the fundamental conflict between power-oriented politics and 
market-oriented economic systems that defines contemporary challenges. 
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Book Abstract No.6  

The Perversion of the Market Economy 

The Path into State Economy and Back to the Social 

Market Economy 

The Century's Dilemma: An Irreconcilable Conflict 

The central thesis of this work rests on identifying what von Prollius terms the 
"uncompromising antagonism" between politics directed toward power and market 
economy directed toward satisfying human needs. This represents the defining conflict of 
our century, demanding immediate confrontation rather than continued evasion. 

The market economy, as an integral component of Western culture, faces systematic 
opposition from misguided politicians and interventionist intellectuals who fundamentally 
misunderstand its inherently social character. Today's so-called Social Market Economy has 
ceased to be social—not due to insufficient welfare state intervention, but rather due to 
insufficient market economy mechanisms. 

I. The Nature of Spontaneous Order: Understanding 

Market Economics 

The Miracle of Coordination Without Command 

The book begins with a compelling illustration: the production of a simple shirt requires the 
coordinated effort of hundreds of thousands of people across multiple continents—cotton 
farmers in China, chemical engineers in Birmingham, designers in various countries, and 
manufacturers in Malaysia. Yet no central authority coordinates this vast enterprise. 
Instead, the price system serves as the sole coordination mechanism. 

This demonstrates the market economy's fundamental characteristic as a spontaneous 
order—a complex system that emerges through human action but not human design. Unlike 
planned economies that rely on commands and bureaucratic coordination, market systems 
achieve superior results through the decentralized information processing capabilities of 
the price mechanism. 

Prices as Information Carriers 

The analysis emphasizes that prices serve three critical functions: 
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1. Information Source: Prices convey knowledge about scarcity relationships and 
consumer valuations that no central planner could possibly possess 

2. Coordination Mechanism: Price signals guide resources toward their most valued 
uses without requiring comprehensive planning 

3. Incentive System: Price changes motivate appropriate responses from producers 
and consumers 

This understanding contradicts common misconceptions. Prices don't reflect "true value" or 
reward hard work—they signal what actions serve both individual and general interests 
within current scarcity conditions. 

The Impossibility of Socialist Calculation 

Drawing on Ludwig von Mises' pioneering 1920 analysis, von Prollius explains why rational 
economic calculation becomes impossible under socialism. Without private property, 
genuine market prices cannot emerge. Without market prices, investment alternatives 
cannot be compared. Without comparison possibilities, rational resource allocation 
disappears. 

This isn't merely theoretical—socialist systems inevitably produce economic chaos because 
they eliminate the information-processing mechanism that makes complex economic 
coordination possible. 

II. The Original Vision: Germany's Social Market 

Economy 

The Founding Fathers and Their Principles 

The Social Market Economy represented a specific response to the catastrophic experiences 
of the 20th century's first half: two world wars, hyperinflation, the Great Depression, and 
two totalitarian regimes. Its founders—including Ludwig Erhard, Alfred Müller-Armack, 
Wilhelm Röpke, Alexander Rüstow, and the Freiburg School economists Walter Eucken and 
Franz Böhm—sought to create an economic order that would prevent such disasters while 
ensuring human dignity and freedom. 

Core Principles of the Original Concept: 

1. Market Economy as Foundation: The market mechanism provides the basic 
coordination system 

2. State as Guardian of Order: Government maintains the legal framework but 
doesn't direct economic processes 

3. Limited Safety Net: Social policy provides genuine emergency assistance, not 
comprehensive welfare 

4. Subsidiarity Principle: Problems should be solved at the most local level capable of 
handling them 



 

MvP-Book-Abstract 5 

5. Strong but Limited State: Government focuses on essential functions while 
avoiding economic management 

The Social Character of Markets 

Contrary to later interpretations, the "social" in Social Market Economy didn't refer to 
extensive redistribution or welfare programs. Instead, it recognized that market economies 
are inherently social institutions that: 

• Orient production toward consumer needs 
• Reward those who serve others effectively 
• Create incentives for moral behavior through reciprocity and trust 
• Enable voluntary cooperation among strangers 
• Generate wealth that benefits all social layers 

Distinguished from Both Laissez-Faire and Socialism 

The Social Market Economy explicitly rejected both unregulated capitalism and socialist 
planning. It sought a "third way" based on: 

• Competitive markets actively maintained through antitrust enforcement 
• Strong property rights protected by effective legal institutions 
• Fiscal responsibility with government spending limited to essential functions 
• Monetary stability through independent central banking 
• Social insurance providing security without destroying work incentives. 

III. The Systematic Perversion: From Social Market 

to Welfare State 

The Transformation Process (1960s-2000s) 

Von Prollius documents how Germany's economic order underwent systematic 
transformation from its founding principles: 

1960s - The Keynesian Turn: 

• Introduction of "global steering" through the Stability and Growth Act (1967) 
• Abandonment of fiscal discipline for demand management 
• Beginning of state intervention in business cycles 

1970s - Social Democratic Expansion: 

• Massive expansion of welfare programs under Brandt and Schmidt 
• Introduction of "concerted action" between unions, employers, and government 
• Stagflation as consequence of interventionist policies 
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1980s-1990s - Half-Hearted Reforms: 

• Limited privatization under Kohl government 
• Continued expansion of social spending 
• German reunification as excuse for further state intervention 

2000s - Complete Abandonment: 

• Hartz reforms as inadequate response to structural problems 
• Continued growth of regulatory state 
• Loss of ordoliberal principles in policy formation 

The Welfare State's Characteristics 

Today's German system exhibits classic welfare state features fundamentally incompatible 
with market economy principles: 

• Collectivist "Justice": Redistribution based on political decisions rather than 
economic contribution 

• State Paternalism: Government decides what citizens need 
• Interest Group Politics: Benefits allocated through political lobbying 
• Risk Socialization: Private losses become public burdens 

• Regulatory Explosion: 2,152 federal laws and 3,312 regulations with 88,076 
individual provisions 

The End of Ordnungspolitik 

The concept of Ordnungspolitik (constitutional economic policy)—setting rules rather than 
directing outcomes—has been abandoned. Instead, German policy features: 

• Ad hoc interventions responding to immediate pressures 
• Sector-specific subsidies and regulations 
• Discretionary fiscal and monetary policy 
• Political capitalism benefiting connected interests 

 

IV. The Financial Crisis: Exposing State Failure 

Mainstream Misdiagnosis 

The 2008 financial crisis was widely portrayed as market failure requiring extensive 
government intervention. Von Prollius demonstrates this diagnosis was fundamentally 
incorrect. The crisis resulted not from unregulated markets but from systematic state 
intervention in monetary policy, housing finance, and banking regulation. 
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The Austrian Explanation 

Drawing on Austrian business cycle theory developed by Ludwig von Mises and 
Friedrich August von Hayek, von Prollius traces the crisis to its roots in central bank 
monetary policy: 

The Boom Phase (2001-2007): 

• Federal Reserve lowered interest rates to 1% after dot-com crash 
• Artificial credit expansion created unsustainable investment patterns 
• Resources flowed into housing and financial sectors based on false price signals 

The Crisis Phase (2007-2009): 

• Reality reasserted itself as credit tightened 
• Malinvestments became apparent as prices corrected 
• Market attempted to reallocate resources to sustainable uses 

Government-Sponsored Enterprises as Culprits 

Special attention focuses on Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac, government-sponsored entities 
that: 

• Guaranteed half of all US mortgages 
• Operated with minimal capital requirements due to government backing 
• Were pressured by politicians to expand subprime lending 
• Created moral hazard by privatizing gains while socializing losses 

Regulatory Failure, Not Market Failure 

The crisis occurred in heavily regulated sectors, not unregulated ones: 

• Banks faced extensive oversight from multiple agencies 
• Housing finance was directed by government policy goals 
• Financial innovations were responses to regulatory constraints 
• "Too big to fail" policies created systematic risk-taking incentives 

The State Monopoly on Money 

Von Prollius identifies the state monetary monopoly as the fundamental cause of recurring 
financial crises. Central banks: 

• Create artificial boom-bust cycles through interest rate manipulation 
• Enable government deficit spending through money creation 
• Distort the price system by preventing natural interest rate formation 
• Generate moral hazard by serving as "lenders of last resort" 
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V. Historical Parallels: Lessons from the Great Depression 

The Austrian Analysis of the 1930s 

The book provides extensive analysis of the Great Depression, drawing parallels to 
contemporary events. The Austrian school economists correctly predicted the 1929 crash 
and explained its causes: 

• Inflationary Boom (1920s): Federal Reserve credit expansion created 
unsustainable speculation 

• Inevitable Bust: Market correction was necessary to reallocate misallocated 
resources 

• Policy Response: Government intervention prolonged and deepened the 
depression 

The New Deal as Failed Intervention 

Contrary to mainstream historical interpretation, Roosevelt's New Deal policies worsened 
rather than ameliorated the Depression: 

• Massive public spending crowded out private investment 
• Regulatory uncertainty discouraged business formation 
• Price and wage controls prevented market adjustment 
• Trade protectionism reduced international cooperation 

German Responses: From Deflation to Nazism 

Germany's experience illustrates how economic crisis can lead to political catastrophe: 

• Brüning's deflationary policies exacerbated unemployment 
• Political instability enabled radical movements 
• Nazi "economic miracle" was actually consumption of capital for rearmament 
• Apparent recovery masked fundamental economic deterioration 

 

VI. The Path Back: Renewing Market Economy Principles 

Fundamental Requirements 

Returning to a genuine Social Market Economy requires: 

Institutional Reforms: 

• Restoration of competitive markets through deregulation 
• Elimination of corporate welfare and subsidies 
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• Privatization of state-owned enterprises 
• Reform of banking and monetary systems 

Constitutional Constraints: 

• Fiscal rules limiting government spending and debt 
• Independent monetary policy focused solely on price stability 
• Protection of property rights from political interference 
• Subsidiarity principle in policy formation 

Cultural Change: 

• Restoration of understanding about market economy principles 
• Recognition that markets are inherently social institutions 
• Acceptance that government cannot solve all problems 
• Emphasis on individual responsibility and voluntary cooperation 

The Moral Case for Markets 

Von Prollius emphasizes that the market economy isn't merely more efficient than 
alternatives—it's more ethical: 

• Markets reward service to others rather than political connections 
• Voluntary exchange respects human dignity and choice 
• Competition encourages innovation and excellence 
• Economic freedom is prerequisite for all other freedoms 

Overcoming Political Obstacles 

The transformation requires overcoming entrenched interests: 

• Politicians benefit from discretionary spending power 
• Bureaucrats resist limitation of their authority 
• Interest groups prefer political allocation to market competition 
• Media often misunderstand economic principles 

 

VII. Contemporary Relevance and Critical Assessment 

Enduring Insights 

Von Prollius's analysis remains highly relevant for understanding contemporary economic 

challenges: 

Institutional Economics: His emphasis on rules versus discretion anticipates modern 
institutional economics research 
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Regulatory Capture: The analysis of how interest groups subvert regulation for private 
benefit provides insight into ongoing policy failures 

Monetary Policy: The critique of central banking remains relevant as central banks assume 
ever-broader responsibilities 

Political Economy: The analysis of how democratic systems tend toward fiscal excess 
explains ongoing debt crises 

Policy Implications 

The work suggests several key policy directions: 

• Radical simplification of tax and regulatory systems 
• Elimination of corporate welfare state and industrial policy 
• Banking reform to eliminate moral hazard 
• Restoration of genuine federalism and subsidiarity 
• Constitutional limits on government economic intervention 

Limitations and Criticisms 

While providing valuable insights, the analysis has certain limitations: 

Idealization of Past: The original Social Market Economy may not have been as pure as 
portrayed – von Prollius addresses this in a later essay. 

Political Feasibility: The recommended reforms would face enormous political resistance 

Transition Costs: Moving from current system to market economy would create significant 
adjustment costs 

Globalization Challenges: International coordination problems may require some 
government intervention 

 

VIII. The Century's Dilemma: An Ongoing Struggle 

The Fundamental Conflict 

Von Prollius identifies an irreconcilable tension between two organizing principles: 

Political Logic: Based on power, command, and redistribution 

• Seeks to control outcomes through state intervention 
• Responds to immediate political pressures 
• Favors concentrated interests over diffuse benefits 
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• Tends toward ever-expanding government scope 

Market Logic: Based on voluntary exchange and spontaneous coordination 

• Allows outcomes to emerge through voluntary interaction 
• Responds to long-term economic fundamentals 
• Benefits consumers through competitive pressure 
• Tends toward efficiency and innovation 

Why the Conflict Persists 

Several factors ensure this tension continues: 

Human Psychology: People intuitively understand small-group dynamics but struggle with 
large-scale spontaneous order 

Political Incentives: Politicians benefit from appearing to solve problems through 
government action 

Economic Ignorance: Most people lack understanding of how market systems actually 
function 

Interest Group Politics: Concentrated benefits and diffuse costs create systematic bias 
toward intervention 

The Stakes 

The outcome of this conflict determines: 

• Whether societies maintain economic dynamism or stagnate 
• Whether individuals retain freedom or become dependent on state 
• Whether innovation continues or bureaucracy dominates 
• Whether Western civilization maintains its distinctiveness 

 

IX. Conclusion: Renewal or Decline 

The Choice Before Us 

Von Prollius presents modern Germany—and by extension other Western nations—
with a stark choice. Either return to genuine market economy principles that made 
prosperity possible, or continue down the path toward a bureaucratic welfare state 
that ultimately impoverishes everyone while claiming to help the poor. 
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The Social Market Economy as Answer 

The original Social Market Economy concept provides a tested framework for 
renewal: 

• It combines market efficiency with appropriate government functions 
• It respects human dignity while encouraging responsibility 
• It enables prosperity while maintaining social cohesion 
• It provides freedom while ensuring essential security 

The Urgency of Reform 

The book concludes that reform cannot be indefinitely postponed. The welfare state model 
faces insurmountable fiscal constraints while failing to deliver promised benefits. Either 
societies voluntarily return to market principles, or economic reality will force even more 
painful adjustments. 

Hope in Human Action 

Despite documenting systematic failures, von Prollius maintains optimism about human 
potential. Markets work because they harness human creativity and cooperation. The same 
human ingenuity that creates wealth through voluntary exchange can also create 
institutions that preserve freedom and prosperity for future generations. 

The "perversion" of the market economy represents not inevitable historical development 
but political choice. Different choices remain possible, making this both a diagnosis of 
current problems and a call to action for their solution. 
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About This Abstract Series 

MvP Book Abstracts provide comprehensive English summaries of Michael von Prollius's 

German publications for international readers. Unlike promotional summaries, these 

abstracts offer substantial intellectual engagement with research findings and analytical 

frameworks. 

Series Coverage: 

• Historical Analysis (ancient through modern periods) 
• Economic History and Theory 
• Political and Ideological Development 
• Contemporary Policy Analysis 
• Institutional Studies 

Each abstract prioritizes detailed content over marketing, enabling meaningful engagement 

with the original research conducted in German scholarship. 

 

About the Author 

Michael von Prollius is a German historian, economist, and author specializing in the 

intersection of ideas, institutions, and historical development. He holds degrees in history 

and economics and has conducted extensive research spanning ancient history, economic 

thought, political philosophy, and contemporary policy analysis. 
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